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FRIDAY 4 DECEMBER 2009  

PRESS RELEASE  

 

A LONDON FIRST: ‘CAPITAL CONSUMPTION’ REPORT 

REVEALS LONDON’S TOTAL EMISSIONS AND WAYS TO CUT 
 

Today, (4 December 2009) the London Sustainable Development Commission (LSDC) [1] and 

sustainability solutions experts BioRegional (2) launch ‘Capital Consumption’, a ground-breaking 

research report revealing the full extent of London’s carbon dioxide emissions when including those 

from imported goods consumed in London.  

 

The research shows the share of emissions of sectors from food to the public sector and, in keeping 

with the latest scientific evidence and global treaties, the level of action needed to help the world 

achieve its climate change targets. [3]   

 

The use of energy and resources from activities within London, such as transport and energy use, 

are well understood and London is taking the lead on mapping out the change needed to address 

these emissions. The ‘Capital Consumption’ report shows how London’s full share of emissions also 

includes ‘hidden’ activities such as the production and supply of imported food and consumer items 

consumed in London. The carbon content of these imports also needs to be included in plans to 

reduce London’s emissions.  

 

The ‘Capital Consumption’ research shows:  

‐  From a consumption perspective London’s total consumption of energy and resources in 

London is approximately 90 million tonnes of CO2  per year. This compares with 

approximately 44 million tonnes of CO2 when only London’s energy use and transport is 

counted [4]; 

‐  Effective action to cut London’s climate changing emissions is possible and involves dealing 

with emissions from activities in London and from its demands overseas; 

‐  Action is required from all eight sectors examined: domestic energy use; housing 

infrastructure; personal transport; food; consumer goods; private services (e.g. financial and 

recreation); public sector; and, the built environment;  [5] 
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‐  A large part of the necessary reductions can come from the decarbonisation of the 

electricity supply grid, which is modelled in all eight sectors;   

‐  There are different ways (scenarios) to start reducing emissions, the report models one 

scenario which shows that a 90% reduction in London’s carbon emissions can be achieved 

by 2050;  

‐  Adopting measures in the report could help create jobs, build a more resilient economy and 

benefit the health and social well-being of Londoners; and,  

‐  There is a clear opportunity for London to lead such change with proper action to address 

London’s consumption-based emissions by government, international organisations, 

business, the voluntary sector and by consumers. 

 

The Mayor of London, Boris Johnson, said:  

'This report clearly underscores the scale of the climate challenge confronting the capital and 

we are implementing a raft of policies to help catalyse the required shift to a low carbon 

economy.  

 

'This includes a public bike hire scheme, plans to give 200,000 homes a free carbon makeover 

by 2012, introducing greener buses and supporting the mainstream introduction of electric 

vehicles. To help tackle emissions coming from outside the city, we are encouraging 

communities to grow their own food locally and exploiting the potential from London's waste 

including reusing and recycling items that might otherwise be chucked away.  

 

'The benefits of these moves to cut carbon will not only improve the quality of life for 

Londoners, but stimulate the demand for low carbon skills and technologies.' 

 
 
John Plowman, Chair of the London Sustainable Development Commission said: 

“Action to curb London’s climate change emissions by better use of energy and materials at 

home, at work and in the way we travel is well known. Less well known are our ‘hidden’ carbon 

emissions. Our report now shows the full picture of London’s home-grown and imported carbon 

emissions. Our research shows how London can now take a lead in positive changes towards 

more sustainable consumption. London can lead a shift to a more sustainable economy if it 

decarbonises its supply chains, supports innovation and acts both here in the UK and 

internationally. Cutting carbon by new ways of consuming will be good for jobs, health and 

social well being.” 
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Sue Riddlestone, an LSDC Commissioner and Director of BioRegional said:  

 “A consumption-based approach is important if we are going to tackle climate change in an 

honest manner. It means we don’t shift responsibility for reducing the carbon emissions 

from the goods we buy, often from poorer countries, entirely on to them to solve, or 

perhaps ignore. The encouraging thing is that our real-life experience at BioRegional and 

the modelling we have done in this report shows that it is possible to reduce this higher 

level of CO2 emissions by 90% by 2050 and have a better quality of life.”     

ENDS 
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NOTES TO EDITORS  
 

1. The LSDC is an independent advisory body supported by the Mayor of London helping to 
create a world class sustainable city. Its Commissioners serve as volunteers and draw on 
their expertise from across all sectors of London life to help advise the Mayor. 
www.londonsdc.org 

  
2. BioRegional is an entrepreneurial charity which initiates practical sustainability solutions, 

and delivers them by setting up new enterprises and partnerships around the world. We also 
help others to achieve sustainability through consultancy, education and by informing 
policy. www.bioregional.com 

 
 
3. The Government’s Climate Change Committee advised in October that “a step change is 

required in the pace of UK emissions reduction” if the UK is to start fulfilling the 
requirements of scientific advice behind the Climate Change Act 2008 which requires the 
UK Government to work with others to reduce emissions by at least 80 per cent by 2050, 
over 1990 levels. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) recommends a 90 
per cent global reduction. 

 
4. Consumption figures are taken from REAP (version 2 release) based on 2004 data 

published by Stockholm Environment Institute. The more production based figures are 
taken from the Mayor’s Climate Change Action Plan (2007) and were based on the latest 
available London Energy and CO2 Emissions Inventory (LECI) data (for 2003) projected to 
2006.  

 
5. The Capital Consumption report and a summary of the actions required from by each sector 

are available at: www.londonsdc.org 
 
The report measures how to achieve a 90% carbon reduction from consumption emissions 
in London by 2050 and models several measures to be undertaken in each of London’s 
main economic sectors.   
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For example, reducing embodied carbon in food by encouraging people to eat less meat 
and reduce food waste.  When it comes to consumer goods, carbon savings can be made at 
each stage of the supply chain and by recycling more efficiently, as well as reducing 
consumption in general.  For both housing and built infrastructure, more durable building 
materials are recommended, as well as refurbishment over new buildings and energy 
efficiency in buildings.   


