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Mayor calls for ' London Leaders * to champion a
greener London

The Mayor is lending his support to a rallying call for inspirational individuals to come
forward and help make capital a more pleasant city to live in now and in the future.

Dynamic individuals from all walks of life are being invited to apply to become a London
Leader and the successful leaders will be chosen for their ability to deliver projects
demonstrating sustainability in action. Previous Leaders have undertaken a variety of
initiatives including building green roofs in central London, creating KiosKiosk to give new
creative businesses free mobile premises to sell their products, running 'Project Genie', a
fun climate change scheme for schools and working with London boroughs and London
Warm Zone to offer residents energy efficiency grants.

The London Leaders programme is run by the London Sustainable Development
Commission and is supported by the Mayor. London Leaders are appointed on a voluntary
basis and commit to a project that delivers improvements in quality of life. The Commission
provides Leaders with bespoke advice and support to deliver their projects, provides regular
training and networking events and promoting project successes in order to inspire and
accelerate change.

The Mayor of London, Boris Johnson, said: “‘Our current London Leaders have burst onto
the scene with a host of fantastic initiatives from creating green roofs to helping fledgling
creative businesses get off the ground in tough economic times. Now we are looking for a
new batch of London Leaders to make their mark on the capital and help improve the
quality of life now and for future generations of Londoners.’

John Plowman, Chair of the London Sustainable Development Commission, said: ‘London
Leaders brings together London’s leading lights in sustainability, to deliver change, and
inspire others to do the same. Our vision is for London to be a global benchmark for
sustainable cities by 2020 and this requires leadership, not just across government, but in
companies and communities across the capital. We hope that the London Leaders
programme continues to demonstrate just what is possible.”

Rob Holdway, Chief Executive of Giraffe Innovation, presenter of Channel 4’s Dumped and
London Leader said: ‘“The London Leaders programme is unique, and bringing such a
diverse group of leaders and sustainability expertise together with a common drive for
change can be inspirational. | would certainly encourage anyone with sustainability
ambitions to get involved.



Previous London Leaders have found the unique collaborations inspired by the programme
empowering, enabling them to effect change across their organisations and communities.
Michaela Crimmin, Head of Arts at the RSA and one of the first London Leaders to be
appointed said: * It’s incredibly important to support people pushing the boundaries and
this is what’s been so fantastic about London Leaders...London Leaders is better than just
receiving an award; the support goes far further than that. It adds to the ability to do new
things, providing a cross disciplinary network of people dedicated to improving the world
we live in.”

The Commission now is looking for new London Leaders - people from business, academia,
the arts world, the third sector or individuals from local communities within the Greater
London area. The projects they hope to run can range from pan- London business
initiatives to small-scale community projects. The new London Leaders will be announced in
January 2010.

ENDS

Notes to editors:

1. To apply to become a London Leader go to www.londonsdc.org/londonleaders to
download an application form. The deadline for applications is Monday 26 October.

2. London Leaders for 2009 are;

Vijay Amin, Managing Director, ABi Associates

Chantal Cooke, Founder, Passion for the Planet Radio

Dr Frances Corner, Head of London College of Fashion

Richard Featherstone, Regional Development Manager, London Community Recycling
Network

Wayne Hemingway MBE, Founder, Hemingway Design

Robert Holdway, Director and Presenter, Giraffe and Channel 4's Dumped

Laura Ivill, Vice Chair, Bankside Open Spaces Trust (BOST)

Arthur Potts Dawson, Executive Head Chef, Acorn House Restaurant

Melanie Poyser, Manager, Handyperson Service, London Borough of Southwark
Debbie Leach, Chief Executive, Thames21

Andrew MacAskill, Supply Chain Director, Skanska

Professor Hugh Montgomery, Director, UCL Institute for Human Health and Performance
and Intensive Care Consultant, University College London

Susan Sheehan, Founder, Hyde Farm Climate Action Network

Alex Smith, Founder, Alara Wholefoods

Ben Todd, Executive Director, Arcola Theatre

Steve Waggott, Group Chief Executive, Charlton Athletic Football Club


http://www.londonsdc.org/londonleaders

London Leaders in 2008:

Stephen Howlett, Chief Executive, Peabody Trust

Andrew Morrison, Travis Perkins

Michaela Crimmin, Head of Arts and Ecology, RSA

Elliot Lipton, Chief Executive, First Base

Philippe Castaing, Restaurateur and Chair of Brixton Green

Monica Saini, Climate Change Ambassador and a Sustainable Travel Advisor, Christian Aid
Professor Rick Trainor, Principal, Kings College London

Ife Piankhi, Social Entrepreneur and Facilitator

Reverend Roger Gayler, Chair of Barking and Dagenham LA21
Joseph Oliver, Director, Bash Creations

Solitaire Townsend, Director, Futerra Sustainability Communications
Tzeggai Yohannes Deres, Director, Evelyn Oldfield Unit

Mark Johnson, Manager, London Warm Zone

Lutfun Hussain, Project Coordinator, Coriander Club

Dusty Gedge, Urban Ecologist and Co-Founder of Living Roofs

3. Information on the London Sustainable Development Commission, including details of
its members can be found at www.londonsdc.org.

4. Mayor’s Press Office: Office hours: 020 7983 4070, Out of hours and weekends: 020
7983 4000


http://www.londonsdc.org/

